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Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. the United 
States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Texas and 
Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease rarely 
communicated contacts that from the public health stand- 
point might considered practically non-communic- 
abie disease. The hospital Carville was founded fifty- 
four years ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any necessity for it. 


THE STAR its entirety hand-set patients. This activity open all interested patients. 


Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


Subscribers, kindly notify change address. THE STAR cannot forwarded. 
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CIVILIZED CONCEPTS SPREADING 


The Commonwealth Massachusetts, cradle 
American Liberty, has now extended the right 
freedom persons with leprosy. The regulations 
the State, which formerly called for isolation 
persons with leprosy, were revised November 
1948 and isolation such persons was abolished. 

This important announcement was made the 
NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL MEDICINE 
(December 30, 1948). recorded number 
changes the list reportable diseases Mas- 
sachusetts, including —“Leprosy— restrictions.” 

“This change our regulationswas made,” writes 
Dr. Roy Feemster, Director, Division Com- 
municable Diseases, The Commonwealth Mas- 
sachusetts, Department Public Health, Boston, 
“upon the advice advisory committee made 
physicians the State who are best inform- 
communicable diseases. The changes were 
made the suggestion the Staff the Divi- 
sion, the advice the advisory committee men- 
tioned above, and the action the Department 
which this State consists the Commissioner 
Public Health and six members Public 
Health Council appointed the Governor.” 

Massachusetts’ action supported unlimited 
scientific data. the United States experience has 
proved beyond doubt that the 
Hansen’s disease negligible the Northern, 
Western and Central states. Dr. G.W. McCoy, 
dean American leprologists, has constantly reit- 
erated, “In the Northern and Western states the 
tendency for the disease die out... matter 
how favorable apparently the opportunities for 
contracting the disease may seem these areas 
extraordinarily rare for transmission occur.” 
Dr. McCoy concludes, “Some factor other than 
contact with ‘leprosy patient’ necessary per- 
mit transfer the infection others.” 

Dr. F.A. Johansen states, “Experience has shown 
that outside these states (Louisiana, Texas and 
Florida), leprosy rarely communicated con- 
tacts that from the public health standpoint 
might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease.” 

The official recommendation adopted the 
American Public Health Association some years 
ago and endorsed the U.S. Public Health Serv- 
ice, reads, “In those parts the United States 
the temperate zone farther north, where the dis- 
ease shows tendency spread, suitable medical 
and nursing care infected persons sufficient.” 
Yet, with the exception New York State, none 


the other non-endemic states have changed 
their antiquated restrictions isolation persons 
with leprosy. Now, Massachusetts with 
ground years recorded imported cases and 
with only one possible instance transmission 


within the state, has followed New 
example. 


Dr. H.E. Hasseltine, former Carville MOC and 
authority leprosy the New England states, 
comments, “It interesting observe that Mas- 
got around the views their 
State Board Charity that was office nearly 
half century ago. the early 1400’s (1903-1905) 
when leprosy was reported several times Mas- 
sachusetts the patients became beneficiaries the 
State Board Charity. The Board wanted place 
them the State Infirmary, with proper isolation 
from other patients. But public hysteria and clam- 
against was great that the Legislature passed 
acts providing for separate hospital for leprosy 
and result hospital was built Penikese 
Island (one the Elizabeth group, south New 
Bedford.” 


Massachusetts was the second state (Louisiana 
the first, 1594) establish hospital for leprosy 
patients. Penikese was operated for over years 
(1905-1921, when those patients were transferred 
Carville after became federal institution. 
From 1880 1943 there were cases leprosy 
reported Massachusetts without single 
ary case occurring. 1943 person who was 
born the New England states and who had 
lived his entire life within these states, had been 
known develop leprosy. 1943, young man, 
born Massachusetts foreign-born parents and 
who had never been out the state, was found 
have leprosy. His father had the disease and re- 
turned his native land. The mother and two 
other sons who had the same exposure have not 
contracted the disease. 


thorough study the leprosy regulations 
our states recently completed Col. G.H. 
Rarey discloses, “Most the state regulations pre- 
sent very dangerous and contagious malady 
requiring severe control measures” —despite over- 
whelming scientific evidence the contrary. In- 
deed, prejudice hard eradicate but can 
done. New York and Massachusetts have buried 
prejudice under avalanche reason. Says Dr. 
McCoy, hope that many other states will follow 
Massachusetts’ progressive step.” 
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THe SHALLMAKE You FREE 


GERTRUDE HORNBOSTEL 


recent photograph Mrs. about whom 
much has been written but nothing meaning ful this 
ment from southern author: You probably will never know 
how many lives you have influenced for good through the 


proof that you live your religion —whatever your church 


With the amendment that returned the right 
vote the patients this hospital, there also 
came the necessity for registering under their own 
names lieu the assumed ones with which 
many entered here. The fear having their real 
names known, prevented quite number from 
doing so. Only some 400 patients registered 
vote, and conservatively speaking, feel that 
again many were qualified so. 

Most the new patients however, who have 
come here for treatment during this past year, 
entered the hospital under their own names. This 
indication that our efforts towards edu- 
cating the public concerning Hansen’s disease are 
beginning bear fruit. These patients were nei- 
ther afraid nor ashamed have had the misfor- 
tune contracting the disease. 

The days when fear governed the actions 
those afflicted are over since the advent the 
sulfones and the knowledge that their ailment can 
healed. Hope for eventual recovery, and faith 
the new drugs are taking the place the despair 
which has weighed down for centuries all those 
who were unfortunate enough become strick- 
with this illness. Patients are able hold 
their heads and face the world, knowing that the 
public last beginning understand that the 
disease neither the result misconduct nor 
penalty for sins that anybody can be- 
come afflicted and that respecter 


that neither rank nor riches give immunity 
protection, which seems come only with age. 

may seem the easiest way out for some pa- 
tients live here under assumed names, but 
hinders the drive for enlightenment and knowledge 
the facts concerning the disease and gives the 
bearer assumed name sense guilt which 
neither good for the soul nor for 
well-being. The constant fear having his iden- 
tity revealed prevents him from recuperating 
fast would did not have that worry. “Ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free” (St. John 8:32). 

Thatwas one the reasons printed the pictures 
from Abbott’s WHAT’S NEW the December 
STAR. let our subscribers, doctors, nurses 
and the lay public learn more the truth. That 
was why Abbott Laboratories had them painted. 
They were factual, and being factual, they were in- 
formative because they showed the patients 
just human people the outside world, and 
not the monsters which many folks imagine 
them. 

The pictures represent progress, treatment, 
outlook. They represent new attitude the 
part the patients insofar they allowed the 
artists paint them their every phase life 
the hospital. Although some objected, the majority 
did not. The sense guilt John Early 
ing way new feeling ease the knowledge 
that are suffering only from comparatively 
rare, slightly exotic, disease, which thank our 
lucky stars not one dozen other and much 
worse illnesses. All needs little airing and 
dusting off such all antiques require when they 
are brought down from the attic, put the 
same level with other less objectionable diseases. 

The lowly pig has come into its own, despite the 
express prohibition against the eating pork and 
other, crawling and creeping, animals found 
the laws laid down for the Jews Leviticus the 
Old Testament. Whether these laws were made 
for sanitary reasons whether they were to- 
temistic, one knows, leastnot from reading 
the Bible, but eat pork and find rattle-snake, 
frogslegs and python palatable and quite 
delicious well-cooked and prepared, spite 
that prohibition. 

there then any reason why should obey 
any other Jewish laws except those that have been 
incorporated into our own code laws from the 
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Ten Commandments? Should condemn all 
those who suffer from psoriasis, vitiligo and such 
other symptoms are mentioned under Leviticus, 
segregation and the libel “leper”? did 
that and obeyed those laws, would also consider 
the blood turtle dove sufficient cure ve- 
nereal diseases and the housing shortage would 
greatly aggravated the fact that certain spots 
the walls houses would labeled “leprosy”, 
making them unfit for human habitation and they 
might even have torn down. Susie would 
have burn that nice evening dress and Joe would 
have get rid those pants, instead being able 
send them the cleaners. Yes —-they would 
have called those spots leprosy too those days, 
although Susie insists that somebody spilled cock- 
tail her dress and Joe said that the waiter was 
little careless with the soup. 

And the worst is, that symptoms which 
were NOT incorporated under Leviticus, have 
arbitrarily been catalogued such since the 
Middle Ages our own people “leprosy”. 

the back inside cover this paper explains, 
translation the word “Zaraath” into “leprosy”. 
was misnomer which should doubt have 


GHOST THE MONTH 


Superstitious and fanatical attitudes toward lep- 
rosy have again been promoted sensational 
press and radio yarn. Walking the twentieth 
century, A.D., spite medical and social ad- 
vances, was ghost the form United Press 
news release date-lined Miami, Florida, February 
13, 1949, and appearing newspapers over the 
country. One Chicago paper headlined: 


Leper Flees Florida 


Miami, Fla. (UP)-- Highway patrolmen and local po- 
lice were statewide alert Saturday for year ald 
victim leprosy who escaped from Jackson Memorial 
Hospital Friday. 

Urbano Bellarosa, former patient the Carville, 
La. leprosarium walked out the hospital while Dade 
County Health authorities were making tests deter- 
mine his stage the disease infectious. Dr. 
Cato, County Health Commissioner, said chances 
anyone being infected Bellarosa are slight. 


Walter Winchell beat tom-toms and used the 
yarn with trimmings his Sunday, February 
broadcast. gave detailed description the 
man’s physical appearance and his wearing ap- 
parel, emphasizing that “state police dragnet” 
had been laid out for the “escaped leper” even 
though the health authorities had labeled him 


been translated “tabu” but for the fact that the 
time that the disease first began spread Eur- 
ope, such word did not exist, having been added 
only when began sail the wide Pacific and 
became acquainted with the natives who inhabited 
its islands, and their customs and languages. 

me, who has seen much “tabu” action 
the Pacific, there great similarity between it, and 
the treatment accorded hansenotics from time im- 
memorial. What exploration into 
ancient Hebrew writings, get accurate trans- 
lation and the proper meaning the use the 
word and then make the right changes 
the Bible, whose translators were neither angels 
nor saints, but human you and 

Ignorance those days was excusable, but 
excuse now, particularly for the medical pro- 
fession. matter fact, the results were not 
sad, they might almost called funny, think 
that our doctors, our wise and intelligent doctors, 
who want very exact their science and 
give every disease its proper name, have had old 
nag foisted upon them —hoary, toothless and 
rattling every joint. Yes indeed —the truth 
SHALL make you free. 


not communicable. spoke the situation 
dangerous criminal were the loose —all 
the best “Gang Buster” tradition. one patient 
put it, “This would funny were not 
tragic.” 


The former Carville patient left here more than 
years ago the pre-sulfone era. safe say 
that all that time has been deprived treat- 
ment. Probably the chief reason has not return- 
Carville his fear outmoded federal leg- 
islation which could place him under penal bond 
the sum $5,000. 


Florida one the endemic states. Now, how 
can the U.S. Public Health Service expect suc- 
cessfully pursue program early case-finding 
and prompt treatment the face such blatant 
inhumane publicity! Would any human being 
his right mind admit that member his 
family had leprosy and volunteer for treatment 
the light this publicized case? 


Someone the Jackson Memorial Hospital 
Miami the Dade County Health authorities 
must have given this lurid yarn, complete with pa- 
tient’s name, United Press. this medical 
ethics —then deliver us! 


THE STAT 


; 
j 
| 
i 


HANSEN’S DISEASE AROUND THE WORLD 
BOY SCOUTS 


REv. OLMSTEAD 


Carville justly proud its Boy Scouts, for the 
reason that institution like ours one 
needs much youth the best assistance 
achieving worthwhile attitudes toward life and 
preventing excessive introversion. The institution- 
atmosphere, enhanced all that society at- 
taches Hansen patients, sure hard 
growing boys who would wish much like 
their fellows outside possible, especially some 
them will without doubt soon return society 
under sulfone therapy. interesting note 
how many places these needs are recognized. 

Malaya has made big contribution this point, 
due partly, doubt, the boost education 
which the British government and mission insti- 
tutions have given, and the place Boy Scouts have 
already their schools. Hawaii and the Philip- 
pines’ keen scouting interest likewise due the 
same expanding educational influences the 
islands. 

Thirty-six lads Singapore Settlement re- 
cently had their investiture the Boy Scouts 
the hands His Excellency, the British Governor 
the island, Sir Franklin Gimson. addition, 
the children’s adoption foster parents was high- 
lighted the same time, the new “relatives” the 
Scouts being recognized the ceremony Au- 
gust 21, 1948. 

The Rev. R.K.S. Adams, chairman the wel- 
fare committee, responsible for the new feature, 
which shows growing willingness the part 
society assume obligation for Hansen pa- 
are assuming that war tragedy the 
reason for adoption parents. 

The report the Sungei Buloh Settlement 
Selangor, near Kuala Lumpur, also mentions the 
Boy Scout organization they have with the 150 
children among their 1760 patients. They one 
step farther having Girl Guides (Scouts) Troop. 
Yeo Kim Eng, who claims the fattest patient 
the institution, weighing over 200 pounds, men- 
tions also the school for child-patients which 
taught eight patient patient-teachers. 

Mr. Harold Stein, formerly associated with 
visited Carville some time 
ago and gave enthusiastic account their troop 
and its work. longer connected with 
them, but their scouting program goes on, the 
article “Most Remarkable Troop” the current 
issue BOYS’ LIFE reveals. The article based 
details gathered their representative 
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visit Kalaupapa. later hope carry more 
about their Scouts under the leadership 
Scoutmaster Kenso Seki and Committee Head 
Dr. Norman Sloan. 

Cebu, Manila, Santa Barbara and Culion, 
troops are also registered with membership 
178 boys, and them may hear more 
later issue. 


return Carville, our troop No. came. 
into being 1947, sponsored the local Legion 
Post 188, and now comprises Scouts under 
Scoutmaster Charles Matthern. Its strong interna- 
tional flavor with Filipino and Japanese-American, 
Louisiana-French, colored and just plain Amer- 
ican membership apparently does not interfere 
with good fellowship. Its committee consists 
Wood, Tom Strom, Bobbie Brera, Bill Vogel and 
Stanley Stein. 


For the organization the troop William 
Beard, Assistant Scout Executive, Istrouma Area, 
with George Wilkes and Frank Nesom came down 
from Baton Rouge. Uniforms were presented 
Legion Post No. 156 Hammond, La. The local 
Legion Auxiliary, Aline Stribling, President, has 
also helped the boys with parties. 


hike and big rally are planned for Scout 
Week, February 10, with camp held 
later the spring somewhere the approximately 
120, the hospital’s 375-acre estate, which pa- 
tients have access. Last season the Scout Soft-Ball 
Team won five out six games they played with 
local competitors, and plans for the coming soft- 
ball season are already under way. For Day 
the boys gave program Flag Etiquette, trained 
and assisted other patients. 

The possibilities for camping program were 
greatly enhanced during Christmas generous 
gift equipment, the result eager “plugging” 
Mrs. Gretchen Walkup, R.N., Pratt, Kansas. 
She enlisted the help the Wesleyan Service 
Guild the Methodist Church and Mrs. Bill 
Martin, District Superintendent for Boy Scouts, 
both Pratt, providing pieces camp kit, 
while Miss Merle Caldwell, President the Guild, 
saw that enough candy was included sweet- 
the boys for month. the same time also, 
Scoutmaster Eugene Mansdofer Philadelphia 
Troop No. 23,supplied more pieces, including 
harmonicas enough tune the 
tal here. 
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ILLUMINATING LETTER 


the Editor, THE STAR: 

Looking back over 1948 find that worthwhile 
progress has attended the effort penetrate the 
curtains ignorance, superstition and fear which 
protected the ancient leprosy stigma, permitting 
live disrupt the lives and fortunes many 
human beings. long last, the light truth, stead- 
ily radiating from THE STAR, penetrating the 
curtains guarding this illness and its untrue stigma 
from public view, discussion and understanding. 
Ere long, the general public and Congress will rec- 
ognize their joint responsibility for the unjust im- 
positions and injustices endured patients with 
Hansen’s disease, injustices maintained 
ostensibly protect the public health, but, real- 
ity, appease and pacify the ignorant and fearful. 

you, Editor THE STAR and your splen- 
did staff belong the chief credit for the progress 
made; attracting and holding the interest 
many people “hush” subject which was “ta- 
bu” discuss. Your rightful place the head 
the evergrowing column intelligent men and 
women who resent the high-handed manner 
which the disease has been managed this coun- 
try, especially, view the tolerant and more 
civilized manner employed the management 
many MORE COMMUNICABLE THAN 
LEPROSY! Your place the history the fight 
against leprosy was marked Dr. Thomas Parran, 
former Surgeon General, Public Health Ser- 
vice, who said that: “THE STAR doing more 
educate the public upon the truth about leprosy 
than all other agencies combined”. 

are not satisfied with the fact that the Na- 
tional Government has been influenced side-step 
its obligation “to educate the public upon the truth 
about leprosy”. This burden SHOULD carried 
the U.S. Public Health Service, the National 
Agency designated almost thirty years ago bring 
this disease under control. 

The current movement correct our outmoded 
leprosy management policies most fortunate 
having the active interest and support Hon. 
Paul Strachan, President, American Federation 
the Handicapped, Inc. This national 
organization interested the welfare all 
groups the physically handicapped. President 
Strachan’s assistance has been invaluable bring- 
ing this problem the attention Congress, and 
host individuals and organizations who have, 
through his personal efforts become interested 
the leprosy situation, and the National Lep- 


rosy Act. Space restrictions prevent the listing 
all these new friends, but among recent additions 
find: American Federation Labor; United 
Mine Workers America; Brotherhood Rail- 
way and Steamship Clerks; Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers America; International 
Bridge, Structural and Ornamental Iron 
Order Railway Conductors America; Inter- 
national Brotherhood Paper, Sulphite and 
Paper Mill Workers; Wisconsin State Federation 
Labor; Oil Workers International Union; Con- 
gress Industrial Organizations: As- 
sociation Machinists; International Ladies Gar- 
ment Workers Union; Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers Union; Hotel Restaurant Employees 
Bartenders International Union; Michigan CIO 
Council; Bro. Painters, Decorators and Paper- 
hangers America; National Federation Post 
Office Clerks, and Amalgamated Street, Railway 
and Motor Coach Employees America. 

During study the leprosy problem over the 
past five years have been impressed with lack 
authentic information among people all 
walks life, and the great amount time and 
labor involved efforts correct false conceptions 
through correspondence. This method dissemi- 
nating information was discarded favor plan 
prepare papers for distribution outlining the 
main facts and factors the problem. Among pa- 
pers completed 1948 are the following: STATE- 
MENT POLICY THE AMERICAN FED- 
ERATION THE PHYSICALLY HANDI- 
CAPPED; RESPECTING AMERICAN CITI- 
ZENS WHO HAVE HANSEN’S DISEASE, 
LEPROSY; THE PRESENT STATUS THE 
U.S. LEPROSY SITUATION; GREETINGS 
FROM THE CARVILLE LEGIONNAIRES, 
brief address before the Convention, Georgia De- 
partment, American Legion, June 26, 1948; THE 
CASE AGAINST COMPULSORY SEGREGA- 
TION LEPROSY, published pamphlet form 
October, 1948, and OUR MEDIEVAL LAWS 
LEPROSY, including review the leprosy 
management laws and regulations the Federal 
Government and states. 


Col. Rarey, U.S.A., Ret., Vice President 
American Federation the Physically Handi- 
capped 


120 Mt. Vernon Drive, Decatur, Georgia 


When you finish reading THE STAR will you please 
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MATTERS MEDICAL 


Important medical men from practically every 
corner the globe continue visit this hospital 
frequently. The group pictured here all happened 
arrive the same day. They toured the hospi- 
tal with Dr. Paul Erickson, Executive Officer, 


and called THE STAR office. Front row, Dr. 
Roy Butler, District USPHS, New Orleans, 
La.; Dr. George Jacobson, Research Fellow, Depart- 
ment Medicine, Tulane Medical School, New 
Orleans, La.; Dr. George, Nutrition Officer, 
Madras, India; Dr. Crozier, Medical Mis- 
sionary, Assam, India. Second row, Dr. 
Hasenbring, Chief Nutritionist, Bavarian State 
Public Health Department, Munich, Germany, and 
Dr. Erickson. 

Dr. visit the United States was ar- 
ranged the International Health Division, U.S. 
Public Health Service. from the Ministry 
Health, Government India. 


discussing Carville recently, Surgeon General 
Leonard Scheele said: “We are keenly aware 
the psychosomatic this group 
400 patients.” Here for few days January, 
probably explore some those “psychosomatic 
problems” was Dr. Michael Pescor, Atlanta, 
Regional Representative the Mental Hygiene 
Division, Region U.S. Public Health Service. 
Dr. Pescor had sessions with number the pa- 
tients. Cornered the STAR office for 
view, the doctor reminded that was asking the 
questions. Samples: “Was your diagnosis Han- 
sen’s greater shock you than hospitalization 
Carville? What bothered you the most, having 
Hansen’s disease the fact that you had leave 
home and family etc. etc.?” 


Several Dr. Pescor’s queries were the $64.00 
category, trying doubt find the answer the 
patients’ peace mind. these questions, 
understand, some our local gentry gave the good 
doctor piece mind. 


Aureomycin, the new miracle antibiotic, whose 
discovery, the National Society for Medical Re- 
search predicts, “will shape one the most 
significant medical advances 1948”, will tried 
Hansen’s disease. Dr. Johansen says “we have 
been promised supply Aureomycin for exper- 
imental use the near future. now have 
supply Aureomycin solution which are 
now using treating eye conditions.” 

Aureomycin, either powdered liquid form, 
derived from thread-shaped mold the fam- 
ily that produces the previously discovered anti- 
biotic streptomycin. Aureomycin has 
fective against all three the major enemies 
public health —bacteria, viruses and rickettsia. 

“Looks very encouraging” was Dr. Johansen’s 
comment about results achieved here with new 
sulfone drug. This drug has been employed here 
for about ten months and expected that pre- 
liminary report will published after the drug 
has been use for full year. The group pa- 
tients taking the new drug mouth are very 
well satisfied. 


Dr. George Fite, Surgeon, U.S. Public Health 
Service, resident pathologist this hospital for the 
past years has been assigned duty the Na- 
tional Institute Health, Bethesda, Maryland. Dr. 
and Mrs. Fite and their two young sons have left 
for that station. 

Dr. Fite histopathologist and his research 
the Carville laboratory was concerned chiefly with 
tissue work. the National Institute, where Dr. 
Fite worked before coming Carville, will 
probably engaged cancer research. far 
have learned, there research Hansen’s 
disease being conducted the National Institute 
Health. 

Dr. Fite’s successor here has not been named. 
However, temporary arrangement, Dr. Her- 
man Grey, member our resident medical staff, 
charge the laboratory and Dr. Swan, 
pathologist the U.S. Marine Hospital, New 
Orleans, will the Carville lab for one day 
twice month. 
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SENATOR PEPPER 
INTRODUCES BILL 


The National Leprosy Act the congression- 
hopper. was introduced into the Senate 
Claude Pepper (D-Fla.) January and has 
been tagged S.704. has been referred the Sen- 
ate Committee Labor and Public Welfare. 
Word this effect came from Paul Strachan, 
Washington, D.C., National President the Amer- 
ican Federation the Physically Handicapped 
which sponsoring the bill. 

Mrs. Gertrude Hornbostel, head the Carville 
lodge the AFPH, told the Associated Press, 
“This great step forward. what have 
been hoping and praying for.” LeBlanc, presi- 
dent the Patients’ Federation, which solidly 
behind the bill, expressed the sentiment the pa- 
tients when said, “This represents concrete 
action.” 

The National Leprosy Act was written Colo- 
nel Rarey who spent many years the Ori- 
ent where became familiar with Hansen’s dis- 
ease. presents the most comprehensive research 
into this field yet attempted. Col. Rarey contacted 
eminent leprologists, specialists the treatment 
this disease, the world over and his findings repre- 
sent impartial picture the great need for leg- 
islation this subject. 

The problem Hansen’s disease the 
was first called Senator Pepper’s attention last 
summer Mrs. Thelma Slayden, novelist 
THIS NIGHT, DOCTOR RED, 
BRIGHT RAMPARTS) Raleigh Mrs. 
Slayden became interested after reading THE 
STAR. Senator Pepper was very much surprised 
what learned, particularly that Florida 
one the endemic states; that time did not 
even know that Florida had sent patients Carville. 

Senator Pepper was tendered petition signed 
numerous Carville patients, including the Flor- 
ida group, requesting that introduce the pro- 
posed legislation. urge that Congress approve 
bill,” said Senator Pepper who noted for his 
courage going bat for the underdog. 

Born farm Chambers County, Alabama, 
1900, Senator Pepper wasa poor boy. worked 
his way through the University Alabama and 
Harvard Law School. 1925 moved Perry, 
Florida, and began the practice law. 1928 
was elected the Florida Legislature and 1936 
was chosen Senator from Florida. Sena- 
tor Pepper, who considered one the Senate’s 
most able orators and thinkers, has been leader 


social reforms. Senator Pepper the ideal man 
champion our cause for well known for 
his bulldog persistence where Health and Educa- 
tion for the public are concerned. 


FARREL FIGHTS PHOBIA 


Although many have desired reveal the seam- 
ier side being patient this hospital, few 
have ever dared provoke the wrath the Pub- 
lic Health Service challenge the continuing 
stigma having been patient Carville. 
Feb. 3rd Nick Farrel threw caution the winds 
and shattered the restraint tradition appear- 
ing guest Dr. Preston Bradley radio sta- 
tion WGN Chicago. This was not faltering 
indecisive step, for Mr. Farrel was introduced 
everyone met some one “who has had lep- 
rosy and recovered.” 

Such step places Nick the position cru- 
sader for cause which not lost but which has 
definitely been forgotten. Having chosen this path, 
which was not the easiest those open him, 
Nick pulled punches attacking the laws, pol- 
icies and customs which said, “Encourage the 
status quo continuance the leprosy situation in- 
stead making possible for all patients with 
Hansen’s disease obtain treatment without loos- 
ing their rights free men and women.” 

The response the Chicago audience was both 
immediate and enthusiastic. The engineer for the 
broadcast said, “In years broadcasting have 
never heard this subject discussed over the air nor 
did ever think existed problem this 
country.” Even more important —the reaction 
the sponsor was, “Dr. Bradley, must follow 
this program up. subject entirely new 
and doubtless most the radio audience.” 
ever-increasing response from the general public 
indicates that the time Nick’s life story appears 
the Chicago Sun Times, his speaking engage- 
ments will have become full-time proposition. 


The World Health Organization, Geneva, 
has approved bringing the International Leprosy 
Association into relationship with WHO. 


Dr. Frederick Johansen was Washington 
the week February attend the meet- 
ing the Medical Advisory Board the Leonard 
Wood Memorial and for conferences with the 
Public Health Service. 
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What Will The National Leprosy Act Accomplish? 


COL. RAREY, U.S. A., RET., VICE PRESIDENT, AMERICAN FEDERATION 
THE PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED 
120 MOUNT VERNON DRIVE, DECATUR, GEORGIA 


review the purposes the National Lep- 
rosy Act, should kept mind that its provi- 
sions are based upon the modern medical classi- 
fication the “feeble communicability” lepro- 
sy; upon the fact that more, all cases are 
reported non-communicable; upon the 
specific recommendations many competent lep- 
rologists, the medical experts the leprosy field; 
and upon the recommendations numerous 
Americans who have this illness —men and women 
who are outstanding intellect and honesty 
purpose who daily jeopardize their own health 
and immediate welfare sacrificing needed rest 
periods and mental tranquillity, the high pur- 
pose giving the public the truth about leprosy. 
The long personal experience these patients 
qualifies them, just the years experience 
treating leprosy patients qualify the leprologists 
voice their beliefs and opinions upon what de- 
sirable and feasible the management this 
health and social problem. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM: 
ignorance of, and fear leprosy are the main in- 
fluences which now militate against efforts con- 
trol this disease the United States, the Leprosy 
Act institutes informative program for the en- 
lightenment the American public. Lack 
knowledge the part great many physicians, 
concerning the diagnosis and treatment leprosy, 
being another important factor the longevity 
the disease the the Act institutes policy 
bringing our practicing physicians, health 
agencies, medical colleges and nursing schools au- 
thentic and up-to-date information upon these 
subjects. 

TREATMENT POLICIES: After having shown, 
through the operation the Educational Program, 
that the leprosy stigma has basis fact, the 
Act provides that leprosy may hereafter treated 
just another disease. general, certain types 
cases are authorized treated general hos- 
pitals. now know that this can done without 
danger spreading the disease among other pa- 
tients hospital personnel ordinary precautions 
are taken. Other cases will treated hospitals 
others, where home conditions war- 
rant, will treated still others, who 
desire, may treated what now known asthe 
national leprosarium. The main point about this 
change treatment policy, that EACH CASE 


WILL TREATED UPON MERITS. 

FAMILY ALLOWANCES: make possible 
for patients having family responsibilities accept 
hospitalization, those cases where hospital treat- 
ment deemed necessary, certain family allowan- 
ces are provided for dependents patients hospi- 
talized under the authority this Act. evalua- 
ting the need for this financial assistance de- 
pendents leprosy patients, should remem- 
bered that treatment for this illness may extend 
over several years, and that the inability provide 
for their dependents they quit work and enter 
hospital, has influenced many the bread- 
winner and home-maker patients conceal their 
illness and endure its ravages, rather than desert 
their families. 

COMPENSATION FOR DISABILITY: An- 
other incentive for concealed patients apply for 
treatment provided the plan compensate 
those who, upon being discharged following the 
arrestment their disease, are found have suf- 
fered permanent disabilities incident leprosy. 

REHABILITATION AND 
replace the skills and abilities lost during long 
treatment periods, Rehabilitation and Reem- 
ployment Program established for patients hos- 
pitalized the leprosarium other leprosy treat- 
ment center, and for discharged patients who find 
difficult, impossible, obtain, and keep, remu- 
nerative employment when becomes known 
the public that they have taken treatment for 
leprosy. 

RESEARCH: The Act provides for aggressive 
research program designed increase our knowl- 
edge upon the unknown factors cause, 
method contracting, arrestment and prevention 
leprosy. 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
LEPROSY: This group provided assist ac- 
complishing the purpose the National Leprosy 
Act. While competent leprologists will form the 
majority its members, vital interests our Vet- 
eran and non-Veteran patients, outside the 
purely medical matters, will become the special 
concern members selected from among the dis- 
charged patients, Veteran and Labor organizations. 
The public will represented member 
National Press Organization. THE FIGHT 
GAINST LEPROSY MUST NOT CONTIN- 
UED SECRET OPERATION. 
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ATTACKING WRONG 


The ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH is recognized as one of the leading news- 
papers of our country. Ralph Coghlan, editor of the editorial page of the POST- 
DISPATCH visited this hospital about two years ago and then wrote: ‘The 
Truth About Leprosy’’ (reprinted in THE STAR, April, 1947). Since that time 
the POST-DISPATCH has been very active in combating lepraphobia. This is so 
in keeping with the cardinal principles of that outstanding newspaper as expressed 
by the late Joseph Pulitzer: 


“. . , that it will always fight for progress and reform, never tolerate 
injustice or corruption, always fight demagogues of all parties, never belong 
to any party, always oppose privileged classes and public plunderers, never 
lack sympathy with the poor, always remain devoted to the public welfare; 
never be satisfied with merely printing news; always be drastically inde- 
pendent; never be afraid to attack wrong, whether by predatory plutocracy 
or predatory poverty.”’ 


The editorial reprinted here appeared in the ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 
(January 12, 1947). 


IT’S NOT “HAZARD” DUTY 


ordinary layman’s misapprehensions about 
Hansen’s disease —which most people still call lep- 
rosy— are much melodramatic 
misinformation has been spread about the disease 
for long atime that will take while clear 
away the false notions. Governmental officials, 
however, ought know better. 

That’s why depressing find Defense 
Secretary Forrestal passing Congress report 
which recommends special “hazard duty” pay for 
uniformed personnel “handling lepers.” 

Hansen’s disease communicable only 
slight degree, and that mostly the case young 
children. Tuberculosis and many other diseases are 
far more easily communicable. For example: the 
attendants Carville, La. leprosarium not con- 
tract the disease. The dread leprosy old 
myth which ought stamped out— especially 
now that the disease being controlled and arrested 
with new medicines. 

Therefore “hazard” pay for those who “handle 
lepers” should not opposed just because may 
cost the government extra dollars, but because 
helps continue false and alarmistic notions about 
the disease and its victims. 


Olga Reed Pruitt, Mississippi columnist, also 
does not hesitate attack wrong where Hansen’s 
disease concerned. her column “Pickins” ap- 
pearing The South Reporter, Holly Springs, 
Miss December 1948, Miss Pruitt took As- 
sociated Press task for item with New 
York date line. “When suspended sentence was 
recommended the attorney for the man 
trial ‘because had leprosy’, the spectators fled 
the court room terror and confusion.” The tenor 
the whole article was misleading, intended, 
the columnist put it, “to humorous but suc- 
ceeded being cruel.” Miss Pruitt contends, and 
rightly, that “the public will not accept enlighten- 
ment long the press continues play 
and encourages its ignorance.” 


Holliday for Carville 
Carville for Holliday 


THE press room was mess! Papers 
strewn everywhere; wrenches. screwdrivers and 
dirty rags littered the place. The tall, thin chap, 
who stood from behind the press greet 
with big smile, was grease from one end his 
coveralls the other. visitor passing might 
have remarked, “That patient certainly has been 
working the press.” would 
wrong and had said, station engineer 
awfully greasy”, would have still been wrong. 
The workman, who was repairing the press, be- 
lieve not, was prominent young business 
man Baton Rouge, currently serving the 
President the Downtown Lions’ Club that 
city. Such was our several years ago, 
Francis Holliday (above), who operates the 
Franklin Press, one the leading printing firms 
the state. Our old friend, Frank Nesom, had 
called Mr. Holliday help when our flat 
bed press broke down and and Roland, our 
plant superintendent, were overhauling when 
sauntered in. 


From that evening called Francis every 
time have needed printing wrinkle ironed 
out. Roland will burst into the office with, “I’ve got 
phone Francis and find out how this” and 
always gets the right answer. Roland says, 
“Francis has taught much about the new 
Miehle Vertical press and has given much 
good advice all the problems that have come 
up.” When the National Forty and Eight decided 
purchase new equipment for our shop was 
Francis Holliday who recommended the type 
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which was best suited our needs. 


the answer one our questions can’t 
given via the long distance phone, Francis drops 
what doing his print shop and drives over 
those bad roads from Baton Rouge assist us. 
After has the wheels running smoothly again 
all gather round for bull session. During 
Christmas week Francis and Frank Nesom drove 
down one evening, not talk shop, but enjoy 
friendly gab fest. 


value his advice, his friendship and help, but 
even more treasure his attitude STAR 
our problem”. feel much the same way 
about Francis’ closeness our printing problems 
that our filing system his correspondence un- 
der the heading STAR PLANT. 


Francis active member the Baton Rouge 
Council Knights Columbus and being civic 
minded young fellow, lends full cooperation all 
community projects. Mrs. Holliday from Missis- 
sippi, Francis native Louisianian and they have 
young Hollidays. 


IMPORTANT FIRST STEP 


the mid-winter meeting the board di- 
rectors the American Mission Lepers, Inc., 
held January 20, was unanimously voted 
change the name the organization elim- 
inate the word “leper” from its title. This action 
will presented the Annual Membership Meet- 
ing the Mission that will take place Boston 
next October, where doubt will approved. 


Dr. Kellersberger, General Secretary the 
Mission comments, “We are happy that finally this 
important step has been taken and 1950 
should ‘fait accompli’.” 


DR. RASH DISCUSSES 
HANSEN’S DISEASE 


The Study Club Ridder, Louisiana, has 
been very anxious, the chairman their pro- 
gram committee wrote, have speaker from 
Carville tell them more Hansen’s disease and 
the work being done this institution. 


the suggestion Dr. Johansen, Chaplain 
Rash drove DeRidder Monday, January 
where spoke The Study Club the War 
Memorial Civic Center. 


SOCIAL SERVICE 
PROGRAM PROSPECT 


Would medical social service worker this 
hospital helpful? Mrs. Cynthia Nathan, 
Chief, Social Service Section, Division Hospitals, 
U.S. Public Health Service, Washington, D.C. 
thinks such program can help here the 
patients feel that will answer their needs. Mrs. 
Nathan (left) shown here talking over with 
THE STAR’s Ann Page during her visit this 
hospital January. 

The Social Service Section new department 
the PHS. was activated November 1948 and 
Mrs. Nathan developing its program. The Car- 
ville jaunt was her second field trip, the first having 
been the New York area. 

During her brief stay, Mrs. Nathan talked with 
cross section the patient body. She noted fam- 
ily and personal problems, also the readjustment 
difficulties sometimes faced dischargees. 

Mrs. Nathan’s background discloses wide expe- 
rience her field. She both medical 
chiatric worker. She received her training Cor- 
nell and other schools and hospitals New York. 
Her last job was with the Washington Regional 
Office the Veteran’s Administration. During 
the war Mrs. Nathan was Assistant Director 
Red Cross Hospital Workers the Army and 
Navy hospitals. 

found Mrs. Nathan very understand- 
ing person and look forward her recommenda- 
tions for this hospital which feel sure will 
constructive. 


NOTICE 
When sending checks money orders for subscrip- 
tions kindly make them payable THE STAR avoid 
difficulty cashing them. 
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glowing report comes from Mrs. Billie Pell 
Des Moines, Executive Secretary, Department 
lowa, The American Legion Auxiliary, about 
the fine response her broadcast Carville, giv- 
over Radio Station WHO January 23. Mrs. 
Pell tells that many Units have written, asking 
for copies the script, which are now available. 

The script the minute broadcast reveals 
that Mrs. Pell gave her radio audience wealth 
information, slanted, course, around the Auxil- 
iary’s varied activities this hospital. Mrs. Jack 
Gardner Shreveport, Louisiana, Department 
President, Aline Stribbling, President the Car- 
ville Unit, and THE STAR furnish- 
ing material. This broadcast marks another for- 
ward step The American Legion Auxiliary’s 
progressive program education Hansen’s 
disease —national, state and local. 


“It fondest hope that copy THE STAR 
will soon placed every Public Library 
America,” declares Mrs. Norman Sheehe 
Rockford, Illinois, National Rehabilitation Chair- 
man the Auxiliary. Mrs. Sheehe has incorpo- 
rated Carville very important part her re- 
habilitation program. 

Dr. and Mrs. Sheehe visited Carville last fall 
their way home from the National Convention 
Miami. Dr. Sheehe has carried the impression 
his visit his County Medical Society, Legion, 
and Forty and Eight meetings. Much good should 
come from such splendid cooperation. 


Carville was very much the agenda the 
Auxiliary’s recent National President and Secreta- 
ries’ Conference Indianapolis. Mrs. Flood 
Madison Jr. Monroe, La. again serving Na- 
tional Executive Committee Woman due the 
untimely death Mrs. C.H. Hagans, New Or- 
leans, and Mrs. Jack Gardner, carried the ball. The 
conference gave generous cooperation. Mrs. Hu- 
bert Goode, National President, will “tell all“ of- 
ficially when she visits Carville April. 

“We are very proud our Dept. Citation for 
having exceeded our membership quota” says the 
smiling Aline Stribling, president the local Unit. 
Aline absorbingly interested her work and the 


Unit going places under her leadership. The 
local Unit grateful Mrs. Koger, Department 
President Kansas for her services; Mrs. Gladys 
Bullinger, Wichita, Kan., who sent box aprons 
and gay trinkets for distribution infirmary pa- 
tients. Marie Michael, Community Service Chair- 
man sees that infirmary patients are given oc- 
casional treats. McFarland- McCallen Rus- 
ton La., has increased the Unit infirmary fund 
with donation. 


Mrs. Williams, Yazoo City, planning 
highlight Carville the Department Mississippi 
Rehabilitation Conference Jackson, Feb. 16th. 


Art Linberg, Asst. Eastern Division Service Of- 
ficer, Dept. Missouri,specializes helping hos- 
pitalized vets. duty Hospital 92, St. 
Louis, where the records show made more 
than twelve thousand bedside calls last year. 
are lucky that Art has also taken Carville under 
his wing. has interested many people sub- 
scribing THE STAR. Recently through his ef- 
forts, the 11th and 12th Districts, American Legion 
Auxiliary, Missouri, sent folding wheel chair for 
use one the disabled vets here. 


VOYAGEURS 


National Chef Chemin Fer, Harold “Hap” 
Riley Detroit, Mich:, Guy Land Clarksdale, 
Miss. and Rufe Hunt Arkansas will receive 
warm welcome when they visit this hospital 
March 18th. 

The party expected arrive Baton Rouge 
March 17, where they will entertained, and 
come here the following morning accompanied 
group Louisiana voyageurs. 


NOTICE 


THE telephone number Carville 1502. 
can reached Monday through Friday from 
8:30 A.M. 2:30 P.M. and Saturday until noon. 
After these hours and Sundays can 
reached Carville 1511. 
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ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS 


There are some mighty attractive and talented 
girls the Baton Rouge Division Employment 
Security. After seeing the variety show staged 
the employees that Division our hospital 
theater the evening January 14, wonder 
how they ever get any work done. Howell May, 
who heads the office, said his group are just ef- 
ficient work they are clever entertainers. 
Howell, Grand Chef Passe, Grand Voiture 
Louisiana, Forty and Eight, arranged the presenta- 
tion and emceed the show. The local wolf pack 
howled their approval the Baton Rouge ver- 
sions Judy Garland, Ginger Rogers, Judy Canova, 
Betty Grable and other radio and Hollywood 
celebs. The gals responded many encores with 
more catchy, up-to-date songs and snappy dance 
specialties. 


Mark Cavell’s Band Baton Rouge, through 
the courtesy the American Federation Musi- 
cians, Local 538, gave forth with hot jive the 
evening January 12. Carville’s guys and gals 
donned their best duds and danced the wonderful 
evening through. James Fischer, President the 
Local, has been most cooperative bringing 
bands Carville. 


FOR YOUR BANKING 


SEE WRITE US, WHERE 
PLEASURE SERVE! 


Checking Accounts, Savings Accounts 
Christmas Savings, Loans, 
Deposit Boxes, Exchanges, 

Bank Money Orders, 
Travelers’ Cheques 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window, 
let know any way can serve 


you any time 


LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 
BATON ROUGE 


Established 1910 Member 


Henry Thomas foreground) and Lou Kline watching one 
the patients tee off. 


Golf interest —as baseball interest— surged 
high January 12th due largely the visit 
Mr. Henry Thomas, Golf Professional, City Park 
Course, New Orleans, and Mr. Lou Kline, former 
St. Louis Cardinal infield star. 

Messrs. Thomas and Kline company with 
Stanley, Supt. Bldg. and Grounds Mainte- 
nance, toured the golf course with view toward 
improving the greens, tees, etc. The visitors made 
several very practical suggestions for course main- 
which Mr. Stanley has already in- 
corporated into the regular plan up-keep. 

Shortly after lunch and Mr. Kline gave 
impressive golf driving demonstrations inter- 
ested patient audience. Following this, instruction 
was briefly provided. 

The highlight the visit was friendly hole 
match which found foursome Canon, Sam 
Timalu (patients), Henry Thomas and Lou Kline 
scorching the course the delight ex- 
cited gallery. 

The visit was much appreciated —and look 
for encore soon. 

P.S. Sam, one our boys, made the best score. 


LOUIS CARVILLE, INC. 


General Merchants 


Fancy Groceries, Dry Goods, Hardware 
CONVENIENT COURTEOUS SERVICE 


Carville, Louisiana 
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AROUND THE TOWN 


ANN 


January had been unseasonably warm. Day after 
day hear the radio and read the papers 
about the terrible blizzards, then walk into the 
yard where the fruit trees were covered with blos- 
soms, rose bushes were bud, the pansies and 
violets flower and wonder somehow had 
been transported Hawaii some other tropical 
isle. Instead heaters there were many days when 
fans would have been more appropriate. 

Then just January was giving way February 
norther blew in, one that only required sweaters. 
mid-afternoon began sleeting and continued 
all night. Sunday morning Carville looked like 
winter wonderland. Folks started out their 
bikes for Church services only wind with 
the bike feet away and the rider sprawled full 
length the icy walks. 


Sylvia and Kitty the sleet 


The kids, including the young heart, pre- 
tended the sleet was snow and had gala time 
throwing each other and sliding all over the 
place. Sunday and Monday were amateur photo- 
graphers’ field days and every available camera 
worked overtime recording the scenes beauty. 
Now Johnnie Harris swamped with rolls neg- 
atives develop and are anxious for view 
the results our snapping cameras. 


While Harris now swamped with pictures 
print, for months has been snowed under with 


work his cottage. J.P. and Ann, his wife, finally 
moved about the middle January. Their cot- 
who turn are grateful all the boys who 
worked constantly helping them get ready 
for occupancy. 

All along they have been talking about how anx- 
ious they were try their Butane heater but the 
temperature was just too high. That last weekend 
January, they used constantly and their cot- 
tage was very comfortable. 


Hilda had birthday January. She knew Jane 
was preparing birthday dinner but you 
hold that little bundle excitement when she 
walked into the living room her cottage that aft- 
ernoon and found beautiful Duncan Phyfe style 
sofa bed (the gift her husband) and new floor 
lamp (Jane’s She jumped and danced with 
joy and finally shed tears happiness over the 
grand surprise. Jane told that all this excitement 
didn’t even faze Hilda’s ever present appetite. 


The Sisters Charity gave dinner party for 
the cast the Christmas play, Natural Club and 
the Catholic Choir the evening January 31. 
Over guests were the ball room partake 
the fried chicken and other delicacies. 

After dinner movies the past year’s activities 
were shown. The guests got kick out seeing 
themselves the camera saw them. Dancing the 
music Perry’s Troubadours, patient string band, 
rounded out the enjoyment. 


result the visit Mr. and Mrs. Aulton 
Aulger, paralyzed couple, San Diego, Califor- 
nia, last September group patients formed 
local branch the INDOOR SPORTS’ CLUB, 
international social organization for the physically 
handicapped. This international organization also 
stimulates interest hobbies and crafts among the 
handicapped and publishes monthly paper, 
THE HOOKUP. 


The local Unit the American Legion Aux- 
iliary spearheaded drive for contributions the 
March Dimes. personal contact and bottle 
placed the Canteen total $95.30 was col- 
lected. 


Place THE STAR your public library 
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KALAUPAPA COMMUNIQUE 


Superintendent and Mrs. Lawrence Judd. 

Mr. Judd, former governor Hawaii capping dis- 
tinguished public career his useful service Kalaupapa, 
William Belknap, News Editor the Maui News says: 
“One gathers that both and Mrs. Judd have reached 


state abiding peace with years unselfish service others 
stretching before them. 


few years ago newspapers our Territory 
Hawaii, U.S.A. would not touch the word leprosy 
with ten foot pole, probably because tourist 
bureau influence. But times have changed, and 
have conditions Kalaupapa Settlement, Hawaii’s 
famed leprosarium, founded 1866 the Island 


Molokai. 

Accenting the march progress was the Hono- 
lulu Star-Bulletin’s series six articles “Kalaupapa 
Today” Betty June Echternach (December 28, 
January The series was prepared after 
consultation with Dr. Eric Fennel and Dr. 
Richard K.C. Lee the Board Health and of- 
ficials the Board Hospitals and Settlement. 
was informative presentation Kalaupapa, 
its people, its problems and its future. 

The new hope Kalaupapa was born with the 
use the “miracle sulfone drugs” and the humane 
administration its resident superintendent, 
Lawrence Judd. 

view Kalaupapa Settlement decorates 
the cover the January 1949 Oahu Health Coun- 
cil Bulletin, official organ the Oahu Health 
Council, issued monthly the Public Health 
Committee, Chamber Commerce Honolulu. 
The Bulletin carries the story “Hansen’s Disease 
Steadily Decreasing Hawaii”. reports, “At pre- 
sent there are Hawaii 207 former hospital pa- 
tients, who have been returned their homes 


with evidence active disease. Children who 
are born patients (there have been 105 since 
1931) are removed from the Settlement almost 
once. None this group, who are wards the 
Territory until their majority, have developed 
symptoms the disease. 

“Leprologists, patients and others interested 
leprosy, feel that one the greatest needs con- 
nection with the disease more public understand- 
ing. Fear and prejudice have, the past, demanded 
rigid isolation for every case, including those for 
whom not necessary.” 

The Territory maintains center 
—Kalihi Hospital Honolulu. “As Novem- 
ber 30, 1948, there were patients Kalihi Hos- 
pital. recently years ago, there were 
new cases year. the present time, just half 
that number, new cases, are found annually, 
usually referred from private physicians. New pa- 
tients remain Kalihi for indefinite period 
time, with transferral Kalaupapa voluntary 
basis, unless the number incoming patients ne- 
cessitate transfer. There interchange pa- 
tients between the two institutions, both for their 
convenience and for medical care.” 


Kalihi Visitors 


Recently, for the first time, group Kalihi 
patients were taken Kalaupapa for day’s visit. 
They were treated royally and saw for themselves 
some the energetic life the Settlement. 


Holiday Doings 


Kalaupapa’s community spirit high. This 
evident the communiques THE STAR has re- 
ceived from Masayuki Shigemi, coordinator 
news. THE STAR’s correspondent; Timothy 
Waiamau, reports that holiday festivities will linger 
long the hearts the people Kalaupapa, for 
never has there been much activity the 
Community Social Hall than that which took place 
December 

The Kalaupapa Lions Club entertained seven 
oldtimers, patients who have resided the settle- 
ment for fifty years more, their Ladies Night 
dinner. Engraved medallions were presented the 
“oldtimers”. 

Movie star Joan Fontaine and her producer 
husband William Dozier, highlighted the holiday 
visitors. They were the guests Superintendent 
and Mrs. Judd. 

Christmas week was celebrated with religious 
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pageantry, full color, music and reverence. One 
the outstanding activities was the St. Francis 
Parish’s and the Holy Name Society’s presentation 
Christmas tableau and play, “His Star”. 

transcription the Choral Singers Kal- 
aupapa, patients’ voices singing carols, was 
broadcast over Station KHON the eve and day 
Christmas. This program was sponsored the 
Bishop National Bank Honolulu. 


the distaff side 
Eva Lau Reporter 


There was much ado for the girls and women 
Kalaupapa during the holiday season. Much 
enthusiasm was shown all who attended the 
art and craft classes. Through the untiring efforts 
Mrs. Lawrence Judd, who spent countless 
hours giving instructions and ideas for Christmas 
gifts, various articles were made. Block printing 
and stenciling were the most popular project. 

All the dining rooms the various unit 
homes were bedecked with block printed sten- 
ciled curtains. McVeigh Home got right into the 
holiday spirit with their poinsettia curtains, the 
Bishop Home girls used the plumeria designs, 
Baldwin Home boys favored the hibiscus and the 
anthurium was the choice Bay View Home. 
Much the materials and supplies were donated 
friends the Judds. 

Mrs. W.E. Huntsberry and Mrs, Eleanor Conkey, 
Occupational Therapists from the Leahi Hospital 
Honolulu came the Settlement conduct 
classes. Mrs. Alice Trimble and seven agents 
from the University Hawaii Extension Service 
were here November bringing new ideas and 
suggestions. 

Election officers was recently held and the 
following were elected: President, Mrs. Sarah 
Kaopuiki; Vice Chairman, Mrs. Rose Brown; and 
Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Fred Robins. 

full year ahead and doubt, much 
will accomplished the girls and women 
Kalaupapa. 


There Ham station Kalaupapa operated 
Judge Edward Bell, patient. The station 
call assignment Judge Bell writes, “Do 
not too surprised you get call from via 
‘Ham’ radio, via land telephone. have worked 
states and are already confirmed, also station 
Holly Ridge, La.” Carville does not 
have Ham station. Some our boys are inter- 
ested —why not. 


CLUB WOMAN JOINS 
BATTLE 


Hansen’s disease existed Alabama before and 
during the civil war period. This was the rather 
surprising information reported Mrs. 
Logan Tampa, Florida, recent visitor this 
hospital. Mrs. Logan said that her grandfather, Dr. 
Hillary Richardson, treated disease pa- 
tients Alabama. One slave the Richardson 
plantation near Montgomery had the disease. 
When the neighbors heard that Dr. Richardson 
was treating Hansen’s disease, his practice dwin- 
died. Dr. Richardson became interested the 
problem that sought have the Alabama leg- 
islature establish leprosarium. When Alabama 
turned his proposal down, tried 
Mrs. Logan authenticates her information with 
original notes from her diary. She 
will incorporate this data novel which she 
writing. 

Mrs. Logan, prominent club and literary cir- 
cles Tampa, came Carville grasp the new 
look Hansen’s disease. She did. She was im- 
pressed with her visit this hospital that route 
home she broadcast her reactions over station 
WLOX Biloxi, Mississippi. Mrs. Logan’s account 
this interesting. She writes: “The 
program chairman and questions that 
clear facts could brought out about patients and 
long standing prejudices and implications dispelled. 

“Everyone the radio station seemed impressed. 
They gathered around the glass, separating the 
broadcasting room from the corridor, and had the 
look their faces people suddenly aware 
something new and provocative thought. 

was asked how happened the insti- 
tution, whatimpressed mostacutely, how com- 
municable was the malady; asked about the thea- 
tre, the recreation facilities, school, children, THE 
STAR, Dr. Johansen, etc. and especially about the 
recovery actually witnessed. The program chairman 
thanked with deep sincerity for bringing 
educational program such value”. 


Baton Rouge 
Shop 


DALTON’S 


Phone 2-4421 


Place THE STAR your public library 


THE STAR 
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Further Facts 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that “The good father never took any precautions 


against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 


onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when the disease 
* * * * 
the infected person native section the country 
nounced his discovery the germ which caus isease. 
known have existed the family. During its years 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 


impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 


cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 


* * * * 
endemic section) not single member the has 


Hansen’s not included the list quarantinable 
diseases New York and Massachusetts and patients 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the those States are subject “NO RESTRICTIONS.” down, 


most endemic section the most endemic state the Union go.) 


and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 


contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 


* * * * 
man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


* * * * * 
The condition which should officially known Hansen’s disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. The Greek word had been used the 


writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 


lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for “Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the example 


the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause suffering 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word had nothing common with what called “leprosy” today. 
The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied toinfection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 


the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
preof that not the name disease and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases which 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 


sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being “healed” Leprosy, however, des- 
cribed being “cleansed.” 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encylopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 
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EDUCATION THE 
GENERAL PUBLIC 


for the educational 
campaign get the help different organizations 
which influence public opinion, such as: profes- 
sional, civic, religious and missionary organizations, 
press associations, organizations authors, the 
radio broadcasting and moving 
tries, etc. 

The essential points bring out are: 

Avoid the use the word ‘leper’ and other 
terms. 

Correct the present error public opinion 
that leprosy Biblical scourge and that the pa- 
tient cursed. This error brings stigma and injury 
mankind, makes the patient conceal his disease 
and prevents him from seeking medical assistance 
and increases the danger the public. 

deprecate all arguments newspapers, 
magazines, novels, movies, etc., and all situations 
which leprosy and the patient are dramatized, and 
which not correspond human knowledge. 

—5th International Leprosy Congress, 

Havana, Cuba, April 1948 


Be: 
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